
 

 

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  SANDRA ELIZABETH SOSA 
 

Sandra Sosa came to the United States in 2007 with only one year of formal 
schooling in her native Honduras. In June 2012, Sandra moved to Durham and 
then enrolled in our Literacy-Level ESOL class, where she is working on her read-
ing, speaking, and financial literacy skills. As a single mother, Sandra is looking 
forward to reading books to her daughter, Belki.  “I never had the opportunity 
to study before,” Sandra says. “Now that I’m free, I want to explore. I want to 
learn more.” With Belki about to begin kindergarten in the fall, Sandra looks 
forward to assisting with her daughter’s education while furthering her own. 
“I’ve never felt happier than I do now,” she says.  

The Voice  is now published quarterly. If you prefer to get our July 2013 issue by email, sign up for our e-Newsletter on our web-
site or email us at news@durhamliteracy.org.  You can also send story ideas to this email address. 

ADULT LITERACY GAME NIGHT 
 

The majority of students in our Adult Literacy program spend most of their time 
with us focused on acquiring basic reading and writing skills and achieving spe-
cific personal goals (e.g., completing job applications, learning to read medicine 
labels). This hard work takes place in one-on-one sessions with tutors. Game 
Nights provide an opportunity for adult learners and tutors to get to know other 
pairs and apply their new skills in a fun, supportive environment. In this photo, 
Debbie Stonehouse and Julius Robinson take on Roxie Myers and her son, Tony 
Sanchez, in a fierce game of Scrabble.  

WINTER CELEBRATION  
 

Our Winter Celebration potluck dinner was a huge success! More than 70 DLC 
students, tutors, staff, board members, friends, and family gathered in our new 
home on December 13 for a festive potluck dinner and celebration of our won-
derful community! We were pleased to welcome visitors from other Durham 
programs, including staff from Telecare (an area substance abuse treatment 
program that serves several of our students) and CESI Debt Solutions (a non-
profit organization with whom we plan to partner to enhance our students’ fi-
nancial literacy). More photos of the event are available on our website.  

DLC THRESHOLD CLASS VISITS OUR NEW BUILDING 
 

For many years, DLC instructor Anne Whitefield (far right in photo) taught an 
adult literacy class for Threshold community members at the Threshold Club-
house. Anne recently took a new job, and DLC instructor Elizabeth Tietgen now 
leads the class, which covers a wide range of topics — e.g., GED prep, creative 
writing, poetry, and basic reading — for adult learners who live with severe or 
persistent mental illness. In January, Anne and some of her students visited our 
new building, and we enjoyed the opportunity to share information about what 
we do at this location and to learn more about these inspiring adult learners. 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: BETSY DAIN 
 

Since 2008, Betsy Dain has tutored 3 Adult Literacy students, helped train and support more than 
100 volunteer tutors, and participated in countless efforts to raise awareness about our work. 
Betsy inspires all of us with her patience, generosity, compassion, curiosity, creativity, and gentle 
sense of humor. She shows us the impact of being truly present and open to each and every expe-
rience. As one of her students, Rufus Parrott, once told us, “I’m so lucky to have Betsy in my life. 
She listens, and not many people do that. She’s there for you, and you know it. She helps me eve-
ry day. She’s just a beautiful person. She’s a keeper.” This year, we were very happy to nominate 
Betsy for recognition at the Volunteer Center of Durham’s Key Volunteer of the Year Award Cere-
mony, which took place on April 15. We are so fortunate to have her in the DLC community! 

2013 GREAT HUMAN RACE  
 

Once again, the DLC community produced a great 
team of students, tutors, staff, board members, 
and supporters for the annual Great Human Race. 
Pictured to the right are 21 of the 26 team mem-
bers who walked or ran at this Volunteer Center 
of Durham-sponsored event. Trina Allen, Ed Wolf, 
Matt Carr, Jeremy Arkin, and Bill and Gerry 
Homovec were our lead fundraisers. Many thanks 
to all who collected pledges, donated, walked, 
ran, or otherwise supported our GHR team!  

2012 TEEN CAREER ACADEMY GRADUATION  
 

Congratulations to the seven TCA students who earned their GED diplo-
mas in 2012! Pictured here (left to right) are the graduates who attended 
the May 30 ceremony: Willie Coward, Dominique Wilkins, MacKinsey 
Weaver, Angel Council, and Cierra Tyler, along with keynote speaker Dr. 
Anne Brewster and TCA Coordinator Malcom Reed. Graduate Cierra Tyler 
also won the DLC’s 2012 Student Leadership Award for her efforts to give 
back to the community. See our website for more graduation photos and 
a video of Cierra’s acceptance speech. Many thanks to all who supported 
them along the way! 
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UPCOMING DLC EVENTS  
 

May 22: Teen Career Academy Graduation (6-8pm @ 904 W. Chapel Hill St.) 

May 30:  Spring Celebration & Potluck Dinner (6-8pm @ 1905 Chapel Hill Rd.)  

Mid-August:  Volunteer Orientations (check website for dates and times) 

Late August:  Adult Literacy & ESOL Tutor Training (check website for dates and times) 

 


