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UPCOMING DLC EVENTS  
 

May 15: Adult Literacy Game Night (6-8pm)  

May 29: Spring Potluck Celebration for everyone! (6-8pm)   

July:  Student Registration Sessions (see website for details) 

August:  Volunteer Orientations & Student Registrations (see website for details) 

August 18, 20, & 23: Adult Literacy & ESOL Tutor Training (see website for details) 

October 15: DLC Open House (see website for details) 

FEET AND A PAIR OF SHOES: A POEM BY KAYMAHE TOWEH 
 

Feet and a pair of shoes.  
I looked at my feet, 
With my pair of shoes,  
Hoping that my shoes would fit somebody. 
And, also hoping that I would fit into someone else’s shoes. 
But, my pair of shoes did not fit anybody. 
 

I used to see someone who was a professional, 
And I wished I was in that person’s shoes. 
But, when they turned around (because I was dressed well),  
I could see they wished they could fit in my shoes. 
 

I went everywhere in the world with my feet and my pair of shoes. 
 

I did not fit in anyone’s pair of shoes. 
 

And when reality set in,  
I left again with my pair of shoes. 
 

I did not find any shoes to fit my feet – 
Until one rainy night I came to the Durham Literacy Center. 
There I found a pair of shoes that fit my feet. 
And my feet did not worry me anymore. 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONOR RECOGNITION 
 

If you have visited our building recently, you have probably noticed the new 
name plates on the doors of many rooms. Each name plate recognizes a do-
nor who made a major donation to our capital campaign. A plaque located in 
the lobby lists members of our Capital Campaign Honor Roll. We are fortu-
nate  that the list of contributors is too long to list here, but we hope you will 
take a minute to read key campaign updates on our website. (Hover over the 
Donors tab on our home page and select Capital Campaign from the drop-
down menu.) We still have several rooms left to name in honor of future do-
nors. (WTVD President and General Manager Caroline Welch poses by a 
classroom dedicated to ABC11.) 

DLC Poet and Adult Literacy Student Kaymahe 
Toweh meets with her tutor, Patricia Graleski, 
four times per week. She also meets with 
Computer Literacy tutor Don Bell to work on 
her computer skills once or twice a week, and 
she spends many hours preparing for each of 
her lessons. Originally from Liberia, Kaymahe 
plans to take the U.S. citizenship test next 
year, and she dreams of starting her own tex-
tile, clothing, and jewelry business once she 
has the skills required to do so successfully.  

 

 

 

ADULT GRADUATION CEREMONY IS A DLC FIRST! 
 

Travis Banks, Jessica Rodriguez, and Lamont Johnson were among the eight Adult 
Literacy students who earned their high school equivalency diplomas in 2013. 
More than 35 people — DLC board members, staff, volunteer tutors, graduates, 
family, and friends — celebrated their success at a graduation ceremony in early 
March 2014. Grandmothers, mothers, children, and tutors stood before the 
group and told the graduates how proud they were of their accomplishments. 
Their were lots of tears and laughter as graduates talked about how far they had 
come. Congratulations to all! (See more photos and video clips on our website!) 

If you would prefer to get the next issue of The Voice by email, sign up for our e-Newsletter on our website or email us at 
news@durhamliteracy.org.  You can also send story ideas to this email address. 

LEARNING ENGLISH IS KEY TO OPPORTUNITY  
 

For many years, the Durham community has received refugees and displaced 
individuals who come to North Carolina fleeing war, famine, and persecution. Ali 
Sheikh Hassan is one of them. After leaving his native Somalia in 2007, Ali spent 
five years in North Africa before arriving in Durham last September. "After one 
week, I see 'Durham Literacy Center'," he says. Ali has been a consistent student 
in the ESOL program's High Beginning class since October. In January of 2014, he 
found full-time work as a contractor installing insulation, and in mid-April he 
plans to move into a new apartment. "English is important," Ali says. "Everyone 
at my job is American. Sometimes I don't understand. But now I understand 
more," he says. Eventually, Ali plans to get his GED and study at a university. In 
the meantime, he remains dedicated to improving his English at the DLC.  

TCA STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: JASMINE TEASLEY 
 

I am Jasmine Teasley and I am 19 years old. I am a young black girl. I like to get 
my work done. I am from Durham, N.C. I have lived in Durham, N.C. all my life. 
My papa and I live together in a house. I decided to come to the TCA because I 
dropped out of high school. I decided to come to the TCA because it will help 
me get my GED so I can get a job or help me get into college. I work on reading, 
writing, and spelling doing worksheets and word games. Ms. Rosemary helps 
me get better in reading and writing, and also Ms. Amy helps me get better in 
spelling. (TCA stands for  our Teen Career Academy program. Photo: Jasmine 
(left) works with volunteer tutor Amy Kleissler.)  

COMPUTER LITERACY IS GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH! 
 

On March 14 and 15, the DLC Computer Literacy Program partnered with the 
Episcopal Service Corps and Project Access to assist students and community 
members with navigating healthcare.gov and enrolling in health insurance.   
Attendees signed up for email addresses, learned about using the website, and 
got help from a certified enrollment counselor. We helped around 20 people, 
including many ESOL students and at least one Adult Literacy pair, both over the 
phone and in our large computer lab. Special thanks to ESOL volunteer Emily 
Gao, who spearheaded and led the workshops! 


