
 

 

 

If you would prefer to get the next issue of The Voice by email, sign up for our e-Newsletter on our website or email us at 
news@durhamliteracy.org.  You can also send story ideas to this email address. 

MARCUS SMITH’S MISSION STATEMENT  
 

My name is Marcus Smith. I am originally from Durham, but lived in Ann Arbor, MI 

for a couple of years. I left high school last January and decided to come to the 

Teen Career Academy (TCA) this fall so that I could get my GED. My  

immediate goal after I get my GED is to join the Army so that I am able to pay for 

college. In college I would like to study business because I would like to own my 

own restaurant. The best thing I like about the TCA is that I am able to have my own 

tutor. I am going to take a GED practice test soon and then hopefully the official test 

in reading before December. (Marcus is one of 15 students enrolled in TCA.) 

IT TAKES A (VOLUNTEER & DONOR) VILLAGE . . . 
 

Each year, more than 100 volunteers make our work possible. Since our last news-

letter, we have also benefitted from the efforts of several groups, including the Ma-

hatma Gandhi Fellowship (UNC-Chapel Hill) and Triangle Collaborative School. 

Corporate sponsors and donors who supported us at fundraising events included 

Michael Jordan Nissan, The Washington Duke Inn, Suntrust, PNC, Frontier, 

Measurement Inc., American Tobacco, United Way of the Greater Triangle, 

Durham Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Wyrick Robbins, Canon Solutions America, 

Herald-Sun, ABC11, Sheldon T Becker Photography & Video, Duke University 

Libraries, Mark Jacobson Toyota, Wells Fargo Advisors, and Edward Jones. 

Student Chris Williams raised more than $1,000 for our Great Human Race Team!  

OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: LIZZIE ELLIS-FURLONG 
 

Lizzie Ellis-Furlong became the DLC’s new Executive Director on October 21, 2014. 

Lizzie holds a master’s degree in social work from UNC-Chapel Hill. She is a sea-

soned leader with knowledge of literacy, having previously served as DLC’s Manag-

ing Director and as the Pro Literacy, Southeast USA Regional Representative. Lizzie 

is also a former president of the NC Literacy Association. Most recently, Lizzie co-

founded and served as Co-Director of Rebound, an alternative program for youth 

suspended from school. The DLC Board of Directors and staff are confident that Liz-

zie will be an outstanding leader and a passionate advocate for literacy. (Reginald 

Hodges retired from this position in October and is now serving as a volunteer.) 

GLENDON & ESTHER HUDSON 
 

Glendon and Esther are originally from Guyana. Glendon enrolled in the DLC’s 

Adult Literacy program in 2006. As a result of his lessons with volunteer tutor Gregg 

Cusick, Glendon has improved his reading comprehension, obtained work-related 

certification and a pay raise, bought a house, passed the U.S. citizenship test, and 

voted in an election. Esther has been working with her tutor, Laura Bey, since April 

2014. In less than a year, she has improved her reading comprehension, obtained a 

driver’s license, found a job, earned a promotion, and took a Certified Nursing Aide 

course. Both are making steady progress toward their GED diplomas. They also 

read to their sons, Adryel (7 yrs old) and Micah (1 yr old), every night. Esther has 

written a list of rules for Adryel to follow at home, and she is teaching him to type.  
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UPCOMING DLC EVENTS  
 

November 26, 27, & 28:  Thanksgiving Break (No Classes) 

December 18: Winter Potluck Dinner Celebration - Everyone welcome! (6 - 8pm) 

December 19 – January 4:  DLC Closed for Winter Break 

January 5:  DLC re-opens for Spring Semester 

January:  New Volunteer Orientations (check website for dates and times) 

January 20, 22, & 24:  Adult Literacy & ESOL Tutor Training (see website for details) 
 

Please check our website for student registration dates and times.  

MARIETOU BAH HOLLOWAY, U.S. CITIZEN 
 

I was born in a village called Peta in Guinea West Africa. My family had a farm. 

We had goats and cows. I worked on the farm and that is the reason I never went 

to school. All these years I don’t know how to read and write. It was like being 

blind. All this time I was around people but I knew something was missing for me. 

It was education. My brain felt empty.  I found out about the Literacy Center and I 

meet good people who teach me like Miss Marilyn. I thank everyone here so 

much. Miss Marilyn has a lot of patience to teach me. I want to thank my husband 

Michael Holloway and Miss Fay J. Holloway for supporting me. (In addition to 

learning to read and write, Maritou worked with her tutor to prepare for the citizen-

ship test. She became a U.S. citizen on March 21. She continues to study read-

ing, writing, and math with her tutor, Marilyn Ornstein. Marilyn documented Mari-

etou’s journey in a book called Becoming A Citizen, and she has donated a copy 

of the book to the DLC’s lending library.) 

GIVING TUESDAY & AMAZON SMILES 
 

We have a day for giving thanks. We have two for getting deals. Now, we have 

Giving Tuesday, a global day dedicated to giving back. On Tuesday, December 

2, 2014, we hope that you will join with others to celebrate generosity and give to 

support literacy in Durham! Also in the spirit of giving, Amazon will donate funds 

to the DLC if you make purchases through its www.smile.amazon.com site. Use 

your amazon login info to access the site, and choose the DLC as your charity. 

You shop. Amazon gives. (Please share this info widely!) 

DUKE ENERGY GRANT   
 

The Duke Energy Foundation awarded the DLC a grant in the amount of $9,999 

for books, reference materials, and software to expand basic literacy and job find-

ing services. Part of the program will be implemented in sections of East Durham 

(10.01 Census blocks) identified by Mayor Bill Bell as targets for concentrated 

poverty alleviation initiatives. The functional illiteracy rate in the designated area 

is estimated as high as 40 percent. “We’re proud to be part of expanding opportu-

nities to some of Durham’s most underserved communities,” said Indira Everett, 

Duke Energy’s community relations manager. 


