
 

 

 

CONSANDRA JONES WINS LEADERSHIP AWARD 
 

Consandra Jones (left) worked as a cook for 20 years, raised 2 high school graduates, 
and survived cancer. Then she moved to Durham and experienced an “empty nest.” “I 
really wanted to learn how to read, so I came here. Everyone had a big smile, and I 
loved that.” Consandra began meeting with her tutor, Kathleen (right), who taught her 
to laugh at her mistakes and be patient with herself. “I come here every day because I 
am so full. Ya’ll are my nest. I’m learning and learning, and I’m texting!” In October, she 
received a Student Leadership Award for her  commitment to her literacy studies and 
her active participation in community outreach, fundraising, and related events.  

If you would prefer to get the next issue of The Voice by email, sign up for our e-Newsletter on our website or email us at 
news@durhamliteracy.org.  You can also send story ideas to this email address. 

GEARING UP FOR GED TESTS 
 

The Teen Career Academy (TCA) is working diligently to prepare students for the GED 
test as the deadline for the current test quickly approaches. For those students prepar-
ing to take the new test in the upcoming year, the TCA is attempting to get creative. In-
stead of focusing solely on test preparation, the program is interested in getting stu-
dents excited about reading, increasing and diversifying vocabulary, and improving com-
puter literacy. We’re looking forward to this fresh and exciting  opportunity.  (Photo: 
Tutors Tiffany Chien (left) and Robert Gutman (right) with student Hamza Faison.) 

ESOL CLASS EXEMPLIFIES STUDENT DIVERSITY  
 

Students in the Fall 2013 High Intermediate/Advanced ESOL class hailed from 5 conti-
nents, 16 different countries, and an array of educational, occupational, and cultural 
backgrounds. For Jesus Serafin, a Mexican immigrant with a high school education, lan-
guage-learning goals include sharpening his pronunciation and grammar skills as well as 
familiarizing himself with the terminology necessary to integrate more technology into 
his job working with a team of painters. “I feel more confident, and I understand people 
better when they speak to me,” Jesus says. “Now I’m trying to upgrade and put every-
thing on the tablet.  I’m almost fifty, but I keep learning.” Bleng Puih, a 33-year-old, Viet-
namese-born refugee, received less than 3 months of English instruction prior to his arri-
val in the United States. Read more about Bleng and other students on our website. 

PROOF THAT ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE (EVEN ALGEBRA) 
 

Lamont Guy (right) enrolled in the DLC’s Adult Literacy Program in January 2012 with a 
goal of earning his GED diploma. A father of four children ages 5 to 17 years old,  
Lamont knew that this was the first step in advancing his education, finding better  
employment, and providing a brighter future for his family. He quickly passed the first 
three GED tests. With the help of his tutor, Gregg Kreizman (left) , Lamont then passed 
the Writing test. Then the ‘nightmare’ began. “If a train leaves point A travelling at 60 
MPH…”  Algebra. Fortunately, Lamont was determined to succeed and show his  
children that “anything is possible if you put your mind to it.” After months of  working 
through equations with Gregg in person, over the phone, and via email, Lamont arrived 
at his destination on November 6, 2013. Congratulations!  
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UPCOMING DLC EVENTS  
 

December 16 & 17:  Adult Literacy Student Registrations (10am-12pm & 6-8pm) 

January 6 & 7:  Adult Literacy Student Registrations (10am-12pm & 6-8pm) 

January 8, 9, & 13:  Volunteer Orientations (6-7pm) 

January 21, 23, & 25:  Adult Literacy & ESOL Tutor Training (check website for times & location) 

January 27, 28, & 29: ESOL Student Registration (6-8pm at 1905 Chapel Hill Road) 

January – February:  ESOL Student Registrations at other sites (see our website for dates and times) 

2013-2014 AMERICORPS MEMBERS 

Each year, the DLC hosts four AmeriCorps members who serve with us for one or 
two years. This August, three new members joined us and we were pleased to 
have one return for a second year. Lynn Brinkley is our returning member who 
serves in the ESOL program, teaching our pre-literacy class four times a week. 
Within the Adult Literacy program, Jamie Apone tutors a student one-on-one and 
teaches a small group STAR class. Karen Atkins, as the Computer Literacy member, 
is developing and teaching a series of basic computer classes. Stephanie Metzen 
tutors students working on their GED in the Teen Career Academy. In addition to 
these activities, all AmeriCorps members manage student and tutor information, 
supply program materials, and assist in many other aspects of DLC programming.  

Stephanie (left), Karen (right), Jamie 
(middle), and Lynn (photographer) 
thanked  local firefighters for their service. 

ABC11 ACCEPTS 2013 HUMANITARIAN SERVICE AWARD 

Corporate and individual donors make our work possible. This year, we were very 

pleased to present the 2013 Humanitarian Service Award to ABC11  for producing 

two wonderful videos that have helped us tell our story to a wider audience of 

potential donors, volunteers, and partners. Other recent sponsors include  

Washington Duke Inn & Golf Club, Canon Solutions America, Credit Suisse, The 

Herald-Sun, Durham Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Sheldon T Becker Photography 

and Video, American Tobacco, Wyrick Robbins, Suntrust Bank, Durham County 

Libraries, Michael Jordan Nissan, Duke University Libraries, Wells Fargo Advisors, 

Mark Jacobson Toyota, and Turnlight Partners LTD.  Many thanks to all!  

LIGHTS, CAMERA, GLASSES! 

In September, the DLC received over 30 pairs of reading glasses from the Reading 
Glass Project (RGP), a US-based nonprofit that distributes new glasses to 
individuals in developing nations. We now have a full range of strengths from 
+1.25 to +3.50. If your student needs a free pair  to use during lessons or to keep,  
let us know. Special thanks to Brandy Fleming, former Director of Harnett County 
Literacy Council, for delivering the glasses and connecting the DLC to RGP! (Roxie 
Myers, left, uses a pair during a lesson with Brittany De Avilan, which took place 
outside due to a power outage.) 

Left to Right: ABC11’s Anthony Wilson and 
Monica Barnes, DLC Executive Director 
Reginald Hodges, and ABC11 President 
Carolina Welsh  


